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To: R - Mr, Armstrong -
Froms P, Bar:att

‘Subject: Requesat for National Intelligence Estimste

Among the primory objectives of the carrent U, S,
psychological offensive against the USSR are (1) to widen the
schism between the peoples of the USSR and their govermment
and (2) to convince the peoples of Ruasia that if war is
forced upon us we will fight against their goverrment and
not, against the neoples of the USSR,

Should gensral war break out and a strategie air
offensive be launched against the USSR, the United States
vill bs faced with the problem of adapting its psychological
program Lo the exigeneies of the military situation, pertieu~
larly as affected by the uge of the atom bomb,

R '

/ In view of the meed for edvance planning and in view
/  of the interdepartmental interests that are involved, a
/ Natlonal Intellipence Cstimate secms indicated in order to
/ eppraise the psyehologieal impoet within the USSR of a
strategic alr offensive (including the use of the atom bemb)
againat principol Soviet industrisl and population centers.

For the purposes of this estimate it can be assumed
that attecks may be direeted against major population centers
throughout the Soviet Union which combine in differing pro-
portions military and industrial targets vith civilion
personnel not directly coneerned with the operation of such
targets., Attacks may nlso be direeteq against military installa-
tlons, cammunications fecilities, powver plents, dams, ete., not
located in major population centers,
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In general, the folloving information is desireds

25X1A

1. Uhat veactions moy be expected from the Soviet
propaganda machine?

2. lhat reactions may be expscted from important
population groups throughout the Soviet Unlon in the event
that warning is given before attacks?

3., ‘hat reactions may be expected from important

population proups throughout the Soviet Union in the
event that targets are attacked without prior warning?

4. Uhat are the principal characteristics of the
targets which mey affect the reactions referred to chove
(i.e. the historicel significance of a city, its geoe-

graphic location, etc,) and in what way may these character-

latics he expected to affect the reactions?

5. Uhat are the principal attendant circumstances
which may affect the reactiona referred to above (i.e.
which side mokes the first overt military mowve, which side
lsunches the firat strategic air attack, vhich gide first
uses ‘the a-bomb, ete.) ond in vhat woy moy these attendant
clrcumstances be expected to affect the reactions?

It is the fecling of the Paychological Operations
Coordinating Board that en estimas of this nature is
basiec to national psychological warfare planning, I
hope, thersfore, that it will be trected as.a matter of
the highest importance and that the resources of all
intelligence agencies of this Government, as well as
the coordinating and evalunting facilities of the
Contral Intelligence Agency, cen be used im producing it.
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To: R - Mr, Armstrong -
Froms Pe Mr..Barrett |

Subject: Reguest for National Intelligence Estimate

Among the primary objectives of the current U, S,
Psychologieal offensive against the USSR are (1) to
widen the schism between the peoples of the USTR and
their government and (2) to convince the reoples of
Russia that 1f war is forced upon us we vwill fight

against their government and not against the peoples
of the USSR, -

Should general war break out and a strategic air .
offensive be launched aralnst the USSR, the United States
Will be “sced vith the problem of adapting its psycho:
logical program to the exigencies of the military situae

giog, particularly as affected by the use of the atom
omb, : : ‘

In view of the need ror advance Flanning and in

view of the interdepartmental interests that are involved,

8 National Intelligence Estimate se

to_appraise the rsychological imract within the USSR of
a strateric air offensive (

omb) 2 ,

mb) &gainst prireipal foviet industrial end population

0
For the purposes of this estimate it can be

assumed that attacks may be directed against major
population centers throughout the Toviet Union which
combine in differing procortions military and industrial
targets viith civilian personnel not direetly concerned
vith the operation of such targets. Attacks may also be
directed arainst military installations, ecommunieations
facilities, power plants, dams, etc., not located in
major-popuiation centers, :

In general
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In general, the following information is desired:

. le Vhat reactions may be expected from the Soviet
propasanda machine?

2. VWhat reactions may be expected from important
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the
-event that warning is given before attacks?

3. Yhat reactions may be expected from important
population groups throughout the Soviet Union in the
event that targets are attacked without prior warning?

4, Vhat are the nrincipal characteristies of the

targets vhich may affect the reactions referred to above

- (1.e. the historical significance of a city, its geo=-
graphic loca*ion, ete.) and in what way may these character-
istics be expected to affect the reactions? _

5« UWhat are the principal attendant circumstances
which may af:ect the reactions referred to above {(i.e.
which side makes the first overt military move, which
side launches the first strategic air attack, which side
first uses the a~bomb, ete.,) znd in vhat way may these .
attendant circumstances be expected to affect the reactions?

It is the feellng of the rsychological Operations
Coordinating Board that an estimate of this nature is
basic to national psychological varfare planning., I .
hope, thercfore, that it will be treated as a matter of
the highest importance and that the resources of all
intelligence apencies of this Government, as well as
the ccordinating and evaluating facilities of the -
Central Intelligence Agency, can be used in producing it.
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